Early detection and treatment of cytomegalovirus infections in marrow transplant patients: methodological aspects and implications for therapeutic interventions.
Major advances have been made in the early detection of CMV infection after marrow transplant by the introduction of the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and the CMV antigenemia assay. Numerous studies have established clinical correlations of these techniques but there is a need for technical standardization as assay sensitivity may vary considerably with different modifications. Current prevention strategies for CMV disease after marrow transplantation, including options on how the antigenemia assay and PCR assays may be used in early treatment strategies, are discussed.